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GSU ARCHIVES

l~~!sofl..n~ls in g
"If it's not fun, I don't
want to do it," stated Jerry Butler, "So now I'm just going to
cruise."
Butler is a Cook
County commissioner who
graduated from Governors
State University June 1998 with
a masters degree in Public Administration. As a presenter at
the 25th Third World Conference, he proclaimed: "In the
midst of all this-you're talking about the problems of the
world, wars, all the hatreds, the
this and that, trying to solve all
these kinds of things-1 have
become a refreshment break.
We are just going to have some
fun and talk about some things
that are connected with what
you're doing today."
Jerry 'Iceman' Butler
is an award-winning performer,
producer, and composer whose
career has spanned over four
decades. He began his career
with Curtis Mayfield when they
formed a rhythm and blues
group, The Impressions, in
Chicago in 1958. That year he
wrote the song, 'For Your Precious Love' (Veejay Records),
'He Will Break Your Heart'
(Veejay Records 1960), 'Moon
River' (Veejay Records 1961),
'Never Gonna Give You Up'
(Mercury Records 1967, 'Hey
Western Union Man' (Mercury
Records 1968), 'Brand New
Me' (Mercury Records 1969),
'Only The Strong" Survive'
(Mercury Records 1969), and

Commisioner Jerry
Butler
25th Third World
Conference March 1999
'Ain't Understanding Mellow'
(Mercury Records 1973), which
all turned platinum.
His television credits
include programs for PBS and
the BBC, 'Martin the Emancipator,' a tribute to Dr. Martin
Luther Kind, 'For Your Precious Love,' a Mother's Day
Special, 'The Tonight Show
with Johnny Carson,' 'The Ed
Sullivan Show,' 'Soul Train,'
'CBS Sunday Morning,' 'The
Today Show,' 'Late Night with
David Letterman,' and 'The
1994 Grammy Awards.'
Butler has been nominated for three Grammy
Awards for singing and composing and is the recipient of
several awards from t11c Ameri-

can Societ) of Composers. Authors and Publishers for his
songwriting and publishing
work, two Billboard magazine
awards as a writer and artist, a
CLIO Award for writing and
producing a commercial for
Johnson Products Company,
two Humanitarian Awards and
several Broadcast Music Inc.
awards as a writer and publisher. He was inducted into the
Rock & Roll Hall of Fame in
1991, inductedintotheRhythm
& Blues Foundation in 199~.
and served as co-host of the
Rhythm & Blues Foundation's
1995 Awards Ceremony.
Among his many duties as a commissioner is the
making of laws, establishing
rules, setting policies of operation that are consistent with
state and federal law, arranging finance meetings, and dealing with problems related to
Cpunty government. In his
spare time, Butler performs.
Thursday afternoon,
March 18th 1999, after a 10
minute false start, Butler was
assured by Dr. Rashidah Jaami'
Muhammad, professor of English, College of Arts and Sciences at GSU that he was on
time and she would keep track
of the time. The Commissioner
then enlightened his audience
to yet another talent he has harbored. Butler has authored at
manuscript, "Only The Strong
Survive, Memoirs of a Soul
Survivor."
He stated that all music goes together. "There's so
continued on page 5
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The ''son'' also rzses
by Bill Olson
This is the first ofan eight part
series profiling the U.S. Presidential Candidatesfor the Year
2000.

The darling of the
GOP for the upcoming presidential election is George W.
Bush Jr. As of today, he is
the front-runner for the Republican nomination. He has

got the money, the co.nnections, the political savvy, and
the name recognition to go
the distance. Heck, he has got
it in his double helixes.
As a son of former
U.S. President George Bush,
G. W. has used knowledge
from his father's campaign
for contacts and to develop a
solid fundraising network.
And with a younger brother
who is the governor of the

electoral-rich, social securityweary, and medicare-dependant state of Florida, G.W.
has got a pmr of aces in the
hole. The money has been
pouring into the campaign
coffers in Austin Texas even
before G. W. has officially announced his candidacy.
However, do not let
the Jr. Bush's "tight lip" on
continued on page 2

A historical tragedy
Littleton High School
by Bruce Weaver
According to the Chicago Tribune, the tragedy at
Littelton High School in Colorado is the 13th in an alarming
series of recent school killing
sprees.
No other subject has
been talked about in educational circles: teachers, students, and administrators are
scared of the incident because,
they believe, the tragedy
could've happened right here.
These fears arc not ungrounded. What is dangerous
is that the tragedy was committed, not by convicted criminals,
nor crazed adults, but by the
children themselves.
This is a tragedy unparalleled in American History; for
the first time Americans are
powerless to stop a group of students marching into a school
and opening fire on helpless
peers and teachers.
This story was unheard
of two decades ago; there were
stories about riots on college
campuses and stories about the
Sixties revolution, yet none on
violence in public schools. If
anything was reported at all
about schools it was the problem ofbusing, which concerned
itself with students getting to
school, instead of killing at
school.
One question that is
asked is "why?" One question
that is closely linked with this
is "how it could've happened,"
and "what could've been done
to prevent it?''
Law makers in local and
state governments arc taking
the easy way out. Illinois Governor Ryan has passed a bill to
regulate the sale of firearms to
minors, and otlter state governments have followed suit.
Otltcr ideas have included mandatory dress codes
for students, more metal detectors, more devices to punish offenders who bring in any kind
of firearm to school.
While these ideas may
help stop future violence, I
think it will not solve the prob-

lem at its core; The Chicago
Tribune has reported in last
Sunday's edition that people arc
begining to look at the psychology and the inner motivations
connected with going to school.
The problem connected
with this is to get a great psychological program in place
that helps students deal with
anger, fear and repression
would cost millions, and not
every school district would be
able to afford it.
Yet, action is not denied
the school official and the
teacher as long as they look at
the nation's values that have
grown since the Sixties: Contempt for life, property and art.
For all tlte hoopla surrounding The Si:\.1ies, I think
the generation that condemned
the Vietnam War, initiated SitIns and Love-Ins, said tlmt taking illegal drugs was "cool" and
permissive sex should be
"open" should shoulder some of
the responsibility for the society they have produced.
Since I was a child of
the Sixties I can remember the
cruelty of these people; I was
made fun of by long-haired
school jocks who said that liking theatre was homose:\.'Uality.
I had gym coaches who
thought it was funny to sec me
tackle a football when I ltad no
experience nor interest in the
sport; when I naturally fell
down through clumsiness and
awkwardness everyone had a
laugh at my expense. "Hey!
Look at physically uncoordinated!"
I guess if I had brought
a gun to school next day and
shot everyone, I would've
solved the problem.
The Sixties was the first
generation to practice intolerance of anything except what
they wanted. They were the
first ones to say that the family
is no longer necessary in teaching children values.
The result is that today
we have a high percentage of
single-parent households, and
continued on page 4
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Who do you blame?

ownership. Brandishing a weapon at a
would be assailant is inherently dangerous; chances arc good that the weapon
will be taken from and used against you
and, though the attacker might not have
intended to injure or kill you. slhc has
now been challenged and will meet the
challenge with whatever force available.
The Brady Bill and other legislation like it have their purpose, but
they are not the answer to the escalating problem of youths obtaining weapons. Laws and bills keep the honest
person honest. Those who arc going to
commit a crime generally are not going
to do so with a weapon registered to
them. What arc needed arc stiffer penalties for those who arc convicted of a
crime-<>r crimes- involving a weapon.
Anyone carrymg a firearm without the
proper identification (Firearm Operator
Identification, FOlD) or anyone carr)'ing a concealed weapon with or without a FOlD card should have heavy fines
levied at them.
Anyone whose firearm is involved in a crime should be held directly
accountable as if slhc was an accomplice
unless there is irrefutable evidence that
the cabinet or other facility used to guard
the item is broken into and the weapon
was stolen. A firearm owner has a responsibility to him/herself, his/her family, and the community to safeguard the
weapon(s) . To be careless with a
weapon of any kind is an unspeakable
betrayal of trust of all the people near
and around you.
Clinton in an effort to find
someone to blame, rather tl1an seck solutions to the problems. believes that the
parents of children committing such
crimes as the Columbine massacre
should be held responsible. U parents
were permitted to discipline their children (I'm not talking about abusing
them) with the support of the authorities, then parents could be held responsible for their children's actions. However, children today usc the authoriues
against their parents every time tllat they
do not get their way. By the same token, when a child participates in unsa-

vory activities, rather than assist the me, therefore, the police were going to
parents, the authorities choose to ignore hold her (for how long is beyond me).
the situation. I have had such experi- " She said that you never hit her, you will
talk to her about this all the way home
ences with my daughter.
U a child joins a gang, and the and she doesn 't want to ' hear it. " ' I
parent cannot restrain the child from was then told that the psychologist was
associating with the group, the law en- recommending that a judge hear her
forcement will be happy to tell the par- case. "The judge will probably order
ent that there is nothing that they can her to go with you." "And what if she
do to discourage such affiLiations as long refuses?" I queried. " I don't know! " was
as the children are not breaking tile law. the response. I told them that when they
In other words, gang members can con- made up their minds to call me and I
gregate in designated areas, plan crimes. would come and get her, but I couldn' t
and as long as they do not execute the help wondering what they did \\ith the
plans. nothing can be done. Is that not kids who refused to go home. My
\\hat happened in Colorado? The teens daughter ran away because to let her live
were known to discuss such atroc1t1cs with her boyfriend at his c:x-girlfricnd's
as decapitating people, but nothing · apartment. The police could not undercould be done to stem this type of activ- stand what I saw wrong with that situation.
ity.
My situation is not an anomaly.
Before I knew that my daughter (then 16 years old) had a boyfriend, There are several pa-'cnts \\ho have exhe was climbing threw her bedroom perienced the same lack of support and,
window at 2:00 a.m. I did not know in many instances, had to deal with far
that this person (19 years old at that worse situations. Under these circumtime) existed until she ran away with stances, how can the parent be held rehim They were caught in Indiana when sponsible for what tlte child docs? Some
she was driving his car radically \\ith- parents are afraid of their children, and
out a driver 's license. Other than insist by all rights, they should be. It is not as
that she be returned to her home. I had uncommon as thought that cltildren,
no recourse to take. In fact. I had to particularly children who are physically
travel nearly to the Kentucky border to larger tl1an the parents, threaten their
retrieve the child. By law, I could do parents w1th bodily hann . The autllOrinothing about his entering my home at tics lend no credence to these instances.
that hour or by that method because my Even though my daughter told the podaughter consented to it. He could not lice that she had a gun and that she inbe held accountable for transporting her tended to shoot me, they laughed at her
across the state line because. m Illinois, threats. It was not so funny after I had
you arc not considered an adult until you discovered the weapon. What is worse
arc 21 years of age. The Indiana police IS that the police did not infonn me of
were glad to be rid of he~ so they did the threat until after I had accidcntalh
·
not push the issue of her driving with- found the weapon.
Just as there is child abuse.
out a license.
Not long after that inc1dcnt. there is parent abuse. Unfortunately, t11c
she asked for new bedding. When re- authorities do not rccognue parent
moving the bcdskirt, a gun tumbled out. abuse. Perhaps, pa rents should petition
I contacted the police at once. When to regain their personal rights, their
questioned. she denied remembering rights as parents, and to get out from
where she got the gun. The numbers under the constant tlueat of prosecution
had been filed otT; therefore, there was for child abuse every time they restrict
no way to trace it or to know if it had their child from doing something.
In the meantime, a better exbeen involved in any crime. The police
pursued it no further. Meanwhile. had ample can be set for the youth of this
she used that gun against anyone, I country. Clinton made a state the other
would be held responsible for her ac- day in reference to the violence in Colorado. He stated in effect that problems
tions.
Few villages have curfews any are not solved by violence, but by negomore, and those who do have curfews tiations. The teens that shot tlte students
do not enforce them. At one time. vio- in Columbine High School mainly were
lators of curfew laws were ardently targeting African Americans and athpicked up and their parents were called letes for actions that the) (the gunmen)
to come get them. Uthe parent refused, would not tolerate. In firing upon the
the child remained in the 'tank' until aforementioned group, they also injured
the morning. These tactics were more people not originally targeted. In a
than enough to deter many a teen from frenzy towards the end of their spree,
late night activities. Now, unless the the teens were gleeful and seemed to
child is missing for 24 hours, a missing shoot at anyone. I have a pretty good
person or runaway report is not broad- idea who and where they patterned their
cast; the kid could be halfway across the behavior after A priest was even quoted
as having said that they (the commucountry in that amount of time.
I think the craziest tiling I was nity in Colorado) had "Kosovo in their
told \Vas by the Indiana State Police Psy- own back}ard.'. I guess it's a matter of
chologist. My daughter had convinced Clinton telling us: "Do as I say; don ' t
her that she was afraid to go home with do as I do."

able segment of the Hispanic vote
in a state whose GOP has traditionally ignored them . As a bilingual
candidate for governor, Bush articulated hispanic-relavent issues, registering more Hispanic votes than
any Republican governor before
him . In high stat<e states like California, New York, and Illinois, the
Hispanic vote could be the difference.
Another leverage Bush has
got is the whole-hearted backing of

his party. This, in the long run, will
pay the largest dividends . Numerous (a majority of) governors have
already come out in support of his
candidacy. (This is the same candidacy he has not yet declared.)
And the grassroots ideologues of the
GOP get all tingly when they read
about G. W. becoming a born again
Christian.
Though Bush has tactfully
electrified the Republican Party, his
political intelligence is just half the

by Cindy Kansoer-Schneider
•

President Clinton is an opportunist, to say the least. Upon the wake
of the Columbine High School massacre that devastated a Colorado community and shocked the nation, he lunged
at the chance to once again present his
arguments for gun control, confront his
adversary, Carlton Heston. president of
the National Rifle Association, divert
some of the public's attention away from
Kosovo, and, perhaps. make himself
look good in the public's eye. Clinton
is reacting instead of acting and nothing is accomplished without first letting
everyone's emotions settle down.
What prompted the teens in
Columbine to open fire on their fellow
students and then tum the weapons on
themselves is multifaceted and beyond
true comprehension. Since the youths
arc deceased, it can only be surmised
what ran through their minds that lead
up to their horrendous acts. Many believe that had the weapons and explosh·es used not been available. they would
not have committed the acts. This may
not be entirely correct. U someone is
determined to kill, they will eventually
find some way of accomplishing this.
Granted, having automatic
weapons allowed for the making of a
massacre. No teen should have access
to any gun, automatic or otherwise. As
a civilian, I find that the only person.
other than law enforcement personnel.
with a legitimate reason to own a firearm is a hunter/huntress. The only legitimate firearms would be a shotgun.
rifle- not an Ml6 either- and a small
caliber handgun for surprise close encounters with large wildlife. I once had
someone tell me that he needed very
large guns because he intended to hunt
bigger game. I wonder when the last
time was that he saw an elephant grazing in our prairies or was charged by a
rhino.
Somehow I cannot visualize
someone hunting with an automatic
weapon. Visualize a hunter climbing
into a treestand to wait for his quarrya bear. The creature appears. the hunter
discharges his gun. knocks himself out
of the tree, and becomes lunch for the
bear. You certainly could not usc that
typcofweapon for hunting rabbit, squirrel, pheasant, or other small game; there
wouldn' t be enough lefi of the animal
to bring to the table. They cannot be
used for competition, unless you plan
on winning by eliminating your competitor. The days of AI Capone arc gone
people- wake up!
I have no clue why Heston, or
anyone for that matter, would advocate
carrying a concealed weapon. Tltis is,
of course, unless you planned on shooting someone. ()wrung and carrying a
weapon, whether concealed or not, for
protection is a ridiculous excuse for

Bush

cont.from front page

his candidacy status lead you to believe he is still vacillating on whether
"To run or not to run?''. He will . Well
before March 2, when he announced
the creation of an exploratory committee to gauge the political climate,
G. W. had been taking steps to position himself for a run at The Office.
One of the best moves Bush
has made-especially for a conservative Republican-was to capture a siz-

Monday, May 3, 1999

story. The man has business smarts
too-Harvard MBA business smarts.
And as the chief executive of a large
state, his opponents would be wise not
to bring credentials into the debate.
International relations aside, he has
definitely got the requisite experience
for the job.
As in any election, anything
is possible. But as things stand now,
George W. Bush is the man to beat in
the GOP. Perhaps the man to beat,
period.

Monday, May 3,1999
There has been an onslaught of news, some
of it confirmed by reliable sources, about the terror
and humiliation inflicted on Kosovans by Serb regular and paramilitary forces since the NATO aggression began in Yugoslavia. We have also heard abundant military briefings and witnessed an unforeseen
escalation of air strikes against civilian targets in
Serbia, always described as "diminishing" the ability
of Serbs to resist. What seems to completely evade
media analysis, however, is the larger political dimension ofthis still undeclared "war" against a small.
majority Slavic nation in Europe. Americans often
view the world in strictly geopolitical terms, as an
arena of foreign policy in which U.S. interests are the
primary thing at stake. The "newsworthiness" of an
event is measured by its ability to illustrate that "good"
is on our side and "evil" on the other. I may be preaching in the desert storm, but history, culture and geography. religion and ideology, "politics" (in the noble
sense of citizens' participation in the social contract)
all provide fundamental insights into the complex social reality unraveling before us. Why, then, arc we
so prone to ignore them? Our rulers ' lofty claims to
unparalleled moral and civic righteousness will never
erase the rack and ruin they have inflicted, in a matter of weeks, on the Balkan region. It is time, I think,
to brace for the larger consequences of the direction
we have ordered history to take.
One of the requirements of democracy is the
exercise, by an educated citizenry, of informed vigilance regarding the actions of an elected government.
If the networks and opinion makers of a profit-driven
media do not provide us with in-depth tools of criticism and understanding, it becomes our collective responsibility to independently ascertain the facts . It is
not entirely unreasonable to expect Americans. who
have invested so much since the l 950s in the precipitation of change in Eastern, Central and Southern
Europe, to keep afloat of events in that part of the
world. Rather than convince ourselves daily that the
designated enemy must be annihilated, we would do
well to assess the repercussions of the air war on the
"new democracies" of the former socialist bloc: in
particular, that former superpower that we have reveled in humiliating since its political order collapsed
a Jecade ago.
Political forces inside Russia that could agree
on nothing domestically have merged in their defiance of the NATO-imposed new world order. The admission of Yugoslavia into the Russia-Bclarus union,
a project promoted both by right-wing ultra-nationalists (such as Vladimir Jirinovski) and communists
(in particular the president of the Russian Duma.
Guennadi Sclezncf), was approved after the beginning of the a1r war. More significantly, it was blessed
by the Orthodox patriarch Alexis II, a proponent of
pan-Slavic mobilization against such forces of darkness as Catholicism, Islam, international capitalism
and Western imperialism. The ideology of "PanSiavlsm" is deeply rooted in the intellectual history
of the nineteenth century, when Slavs in Europe fought
for their independence against the Ottoman and
Austro-Hungarian empires. At its core is the religious
doctrine of Orthodox Christianity, and the belief,
shared by other political-religious forces such as radical Islam, that cultural heritage is embodied in organized faith rather than secular nationhood. Pan-Slavic
movements have unleashed their ire against Muslim
minorities in such countries as Bulgaria and
Macedonia, and actively supported the Serb cause in
the Croatian and Bosnian wars. They took unanimous
offense to the recent induction into NATO of Poland
and the Czech ReJ1bblic, and have made great strides
in Belarus where the president, Alexander
Loukachenko, has called for a reconstitution of the
Russian empire on the basis of ethnic/religious affinities \\ithin the Slavic world.
Slobodan Milosevic, an enthusiastic proponent of Pan-Siavism, has reached out to his Slavic
allies for help in resisting the NATO attack, invoking
Russian solidarity in the Balkan wars of 1876-1877
(during which the Serb army was commanded by a
Russian general, Mikhail Tcherniaicv). While most
educated Russians oppose the idea of basing foreign
policy decisions on "ethnic solidarity," it is worth noting that a full 90% of public opinion in that country
opposes the NATO air strikes on Yugoslavia. This is
understandable: after obtaining the breakup of the
Soviet Union, Western powers have reduced the Russian federation, economically and diplomatically, to
the status of a bankrupt, semi-developed Third World
nation that was not even consulted, despite its mcm-
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The Global Village Bard

bership in the U.N. Security Council , on the decision
to bomb Yugoslavia. Now, minorities within Russia
have also begun to mobilize for autonomy or secession; and Chechens, Tatars and Daghestan Muslims
are recruiting volunteers to fight on the side of Albanian Kosovans in Serbia. A spiral of ethnic violence
seems inevitable in the context of economic devastation and national humiliation . The fact that
Macedonian public opinion is weary of the flow of
Kosovan refugees from Serbia should warn us that
the hysteria of ethnocentric ultra-nationalism can only
grow with the escalation of the Balkan war.
Meanwhile, ifthe media in the world 's richest democracy were competent at all, every one of us
would have learned of the electoral success of the proKurdish party in recent elections in Turkey, a NATO
member that has one of the worst human rights records
in the region . Ethnic polari7..ation in that country has
reached new heights over the past few months. The
historic leader of the Worker's Party of Kurdistan
(PKK), Abdullah Ocalan. was kidnapped in Africa
and arrested in Turkey. \\here he risks the death penalty for domg the same thing as "our" ally in Serbia,
the Kosovo Liberation Army : fighting for the selfdetermination of an oppressed minority. In fifteen
years of civil war, 20,000 people d1cd in Turkey and
some three m1Ilion were displaced. In April the proKurdish People's Democracy Party (Hadep) captured
the mayorship ofDiyarbakir with 65% ofthe vote, as
well as dozens of other key cities in the south-eastern
region \\here the Kurds arc concentrated. How did
this NATO member nation react to the democratic
advance of the pro-autonomy movement? As
Milosevic himself once did: by requesting that the
Constitutional Court invalidate the local elections and
outlaw the Hadep. Meanwhile, ultra-nationalists of
the extreme right in Turkey also made important electoral advances that have not provoked the slightest
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concern among the ruling elites or their Western allies.
As Kosovans in Yugoslavia are elevated by
the current war to the unenviable status of martrys of
genocide, the Turkish regime continues to deny the
holocaust it perpetrated against the Armenian people
and to persecute all forms of Kurdish political association. And the maddening rise of racially prejudiced
or "cleansing" nationalisms in Europe, while recently
discovered by falsely naive politicians in Washington. continues to be ignored in Africa despite the
completion of a full-scale genocide in Rwanda in
1994. If, as a society, we were genuinely concerned
with the rights and well-being of Albanian Kosovans.
one would think we would use our economic and strategic leverage over Nigeria to achieve justice for the
persecuted Ogoni people. whose very existence the
average oil-consuming American has never even
heard of.
Many of you may remember Bill Clinton
pledging to his African hosts that under his leadcrslup, the United States would usher in a nc\\ era of
solidarity and cooperation mth the beleaguered nations of the contmcnt. I was all the more pualed at
the silence surrounding the release, in late April. of
an important United Nations document denouncing
the effects of IMF and World Bank-sponsored economic reform m Afnca. It is a region of the world
that puts the battlefields of Kosovo on the scale of
Littleton Colorado. 42 percent of the population lives
on less than one dollar per day (87% in Guinea); absolute poverty will affect half of the people by the
year 2000; the overall population of the continent will
have more than doubled by 2025; one of every four
individuals is HIV positive; access to public services
such as hospitals and vaccination clinics decreased
by 50% since 1980; and 22 million children die each
year before the age of one. In Zambia, the life expectancy has decreased steadily since the 1980s and currently stands at 36. The seven million refugees currently struggling to survive in Sub-Saharan Africa
represent more than half of the world 's displaced
population; and whereas at the beginning oft he ccntul') 5% of the victims of war were civilian bystander , toda the figure has risen to a daunting 90%.
What do the United States and NATO plan to do about
any of this? Arc we really setting a humanitarian precedent by intervening in a European civil war that
only threatened to escalate. before we initiated bombing and exposed the people whom we sought to protect to massive deportation?
It has become commonplace, in this end-ofcentury. to lament the passing of collective utopias
and grandiloquent master plans for human emancipation. Perhaps this is the direction nc have taken.
Still, I would suggest that as individuals nho arc fortunate enough to live at the heart of world prh ilcgc.
\\C at least hold ourselves accountable for abusing of
our excess fat . and feigning ignorance nhcn macabre
policies arc carried out in our name. Perhaps the cause
of freedom , equity and interdependence will be advanced if we so much as pay closer attention to how
\\C are governed, and reflect on how our self-proclaimed "global leadership" might truly contribute to
a humanistic future on this planet.
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by Bill Olson
Last September Vice President
AI Gore launched a comprehensive Livability Agenda to ''help communities
across America grow in ways that ensure a high quality of life and strong.
sustainable economic grO\\th." The initiative will increase the federal
government's role as a partner with the
increasing number of state and local efforts to build "livable communities" for
the 21st century.
The Livability Agenda is an
issues-oriented initiative supported b)
the Vice President in order to secure the
support of the voter-laden suburbs. The
in illative aims to prcscl'\·e green spaces,
case traffic congestion. restore a sense
of community, promote collaboration

Tragedy

cont. from page I

due to the pressures of making a living.
most single parents must work two jobs
just to make ends meet. With no parent
at home to regulate children, wlterc docs
the child learn family values? If tltat
sounds old-fashioned, let me put it anotlter way: Where docs the child learn
rigltt from wrong?
TllC Sixties was the first generation to insist on not serving in The Vietnam War and fleeing to Canada to escape the draft; while I agreed that Tlte
Vietnam War was an unncccssary war it
produced a generation of grownups that
sat back and were frightened of everything-including tlteir own children.
Hippies looked upon Peace as
a wind-up toy, just get it started and the
machine will take care of itsel( The Sixties had forgotten that peace must be
maintained by force; even Abigail Adams
said to her husband in a letter tltat we
must not love peace so that we forget tltat
sometimes, there is a price to pay for its
maintancncc. TllC Sixties insisted that requirements for college degrees were too
harsh and should be relaxed. With tltis
dcvelopntent cante tlte result oftltousands
of tcaclters in tl1C public school system
who couldn't pass a simple grnnunar test.
or, for that matter, a simple math test.
However, the home is not tlte
whole story; wltat about otlter institutions?
Didn't the Judco-Christian church do

· hbo nng
· commumt1es.
· · and
among nc1g
enhance economic competith·eness ·
Gore advisors acknowled c
.
.. .. .
g
that Issues on the Ll\ ab1ht) Agenda arc
·
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. . 1
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solve. such as urban sprawl, affect a
·
b d
fA
.
roa crosscc1Ion o mcncans.
The initiative is included as
part ofPresident Clinton ·s proposed FY
2000 budget. Livability Agenda funding will come from a new proposed financing tool : Better Jlmerica /Jond\·.
The:. new bonds arc intended 10 generate $9.5 billion for investments by state.
local and tribal governments. Proposed
ta-.: credits totaling more than $700 million over five years will support the Better America Bonds.

The bonds mav· be used to pre.
sel'\c
green
urb
k space, create or restore
.
an par s. protect water qua 1II)', and
clean up brownfields (abandoned indus. .
Tl
.
Ina1 Sites). tc program w1ll be coord'
d
.
mate t1uoug11 an mtcragcnC\· process
.
d.
h D
·
m~1u mgdt He e~rtmcnts ofTransportat1on an
ousmg and Urban Dcvclopmcnt.
li
.
01 1
tc P case traffic congestiOn.
the proposed Department of Transportation budget for FY 2000 will include
a record $6.1 billion for public transit
and $2.2 billion to aggressively implement innovative community-based programs in the Transportation Equity Act
for the 21st century. Such programs
provide support to communities to create regional transportation strategies,
improve existing roads and transit. and

encourage broader usc of alternative
.
transportation.
.
To promote regional smart
gro\\th. the Department of Housing and
Urban Development will provide $50
million as matching funds for local partnerships to design and pursue sma~cr
'
'
grO\\th strategies across jurisdictional
lines
· Other Li,·ability Initiatives include a $10 million grant program to
encourage school districts to involve the
community in planning and designing
new schools: a $-lO million program to
provide communities with grants for
easy-to-usc information tools to help
develop strategies for future grow1h; and
a $50 million grant to help communitics share regional crime data

something to mould the morality of
people's lives? The Sixties had notlting
but contempt for tltc church claiming that
it was out-dated; during that ti.ltte period
other religions were e:\-plored: Buddhism.
Taoism. Confucianism.
While freedom of religion was
being taunted, tl1C Judeo-Christian church
held its own, but seemed to absorb
capitalism's ways to an alarming degree.
The foiiO\\ing incident did not happen in
the Archdiocese of Chicago, but is an
explanation for the way the Church has
hypocritically served two masters.
In tltc Catholic Church, Passion
Sunday is usually celebrated with the
reading of Christ's passion and death. It
is a long gospel reading. and usually tlte
homily is very short.
In this parish. the priest concluded
the gospel passion of Christ \\itlt a homily telling the parish to giYc to United
Catholic Appeal. Regardless of the
priest's intentions I tllOUght it was in poor
taste to give a homily on ghing money
on the day when money should've been
the least concern of tltc parish ..
Churchs today seem to have adopted
Wall Street's way of tit inking. They tell
parishoners that tlte way to do Christ's
work is simply \\rite out a check, and sit
back and ignore situations.
Maybe Buddihism. Taoism and
Confucianism could've had better solutions to help people with their morale.

lltc only problem is tltat what good the
religions did do went largely unnoticed.
My aim is not to attack Christianity: my aim is to get people thinking
about the society we live in today that is
tltc product of the Si:\ties With mom or
dad working at two jobs, the disappearance of arts and culture except rock-androll, the church constantly asking for
money and teaching little of tl1C JudeoChristian gospel is it any wonder that a
group of high school students get togetlter
and fonn a cult?
With Jocks making fun of anyone who docs not have a spectacular physique. and witlt coaches pushing constant
competitive dcpotism with "winning is
tlte onlv thing." dO\m kid's throats. is it
any wonder that children will tum to violence? Rarely have I seen a Jock at any
high school say a positive word ofencouragement to the underdog. tltcy arc too
busy putting people dO\m to think about
the consequences of their actions.
Perltaps tltc answer to tltc Colorado tragedy is to be at home when kids
come home from school, to lend a shoulder when kids need one to Cl)' on. to sa-.
to a kid that it's O.K., to feel bad; but al~
to give them ways of overcoming it, to
play good music at honte that is not derogatory to anyone, to give kids a chance
to listen to Beethoven instead of The
Bcatles. to tell the kids tlte difference between rigltt and \\Tong. Perhaps the an-

swer is to tell kids that moncv cannot buv
happiness. that vou can hav~ fun even if
you arc very poor, there are some treasures like nature that arc available to evCI)one: let kids sec a comedv once in a
while instead of ER. so that thcv can sec
there is a positive outlet for anger.and fiustration. I don't have the time? I can't be
at home? I work two jobs? Mavbc these
arc the answers you will give to the anecdote.
If that is the case then we as anation better get prepared to sec many more
school killing sprees. for raising kids is a
lot of hard work, and if we do not care
about our children, who will?
Awhile back GSU had a forunt about domestic \iolcnce which was fullv attended
by students and faculty alike. ·
Maybe GSU should devote a forunt
dedicated to this single issue. for if the
slaughter of students and faculty at Colorado arc any indication of the Millenium.
we'd better educate and teach tltc populace how to care again and forget about
the Sixties Hyperbole.
If we continue to ignore tlte threat
and refuse to confront the real problem
we'd better get prepared for a dictatorship. If a democracy cannot educate its
citizens from slaughtering each otlter. a
harsher type of government mav be our
only solution When freedom is taken
awa~ who will teach gun-toating kids
anytlbng about individual rigltts? Who
will care?
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many notes, so many ways you can use it, but when
you start adding them together-rhythm and rhymesomehow they all hook up."
Butler spoke of hooking people together
as he referred to bands and musicians. "String players were Hungarian, Bulgarian, some from Poland,

5

English," he said, "But when you put music in front
of them, magic happened. They could interpret the
music."
That is why Butler believes that music is the
international language.
He reminisced about the musical greats like
Willie John, Jackie Wilson, Elmo James, Sunny Boy
Williams, Willie Nicks. and Howling Wolf. Butl~r

Commissioner Jerry Butler and Professor Rashidah Jaami 'Muhammad
Third World Conference March 1999
Brussels and France; drummers were African
American, guitar player were African American or
South American and some of them couldn't speak

told a story about Howling Wolf.
It seems that Howling Wolf and Butler
were working in Memphis one night. The owner

From THE FREEDOM FORUM
"Mankind will endure when the world appreciates the logic of divrsity."

of the establishment dido 't have enough money to
pay them both. "Because I had the hit record at
the time," said Butler, "he (owner) decided that he
was going to pay me and not Wolf." Wolf was going to open the show. He had just finished setting
up the instruments and went to get his money" ... because we were smart enough to know if you didn't
get paid before the show," he said, "the likelihood
of getting paid after the show was slim and none
and slim was usually vacationing. "
Wolf's band members asked him if he had
been paid. He responded no. "We getting out of
here," they said.
"His whole band jumped back in his little
station wagon." Butler said. "and disappeared dO\\ n
the road ."
"Nobody can moan like Otis (Redding)."
Butler said. " He can take one syllable and turn it
into a song." He said, " I can hear the final screams
of an African ancestor- feel the pain- it is VISceral. " He also explained that having vicanously
expressed healing experiences manifested in song
"cuts across racial. social . and economic lines."
He said that to understand the pain of unrequited love. one must experience the pain ofloving too well. "Voices from the past and voices from
my generation influenced me to tell their stories."
Butler explained. " So I came back home- ! began
to write."
When people ask him \\hy he got into politics. he tells them that it is in extension of his music. "My first love has always been music,·· Butler
said, "and you never leave the girl that loves you at
the dance." And \\hen asked what he will do no\\.
he slyly said that teaching would be a good career
for "somebody like me."
He sang a few bars of one of his songs and
then gave the time a check. "Is time up?" he queried Muhammad. "No, you've got some time left,"
the professor stated. Butler nodded, then frowned .
"You don 't even have a watch on!" he said. She
laughed, he smiled, and then he sang a little more.

Indira Gandhi
Prime minister of India 197 6
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Bilerary r:Suppfemenl
KYRIE ELEISON
by Bruce Weaver
Teacher and students are
Huddled together
In darkness, fear
And trembling.
If only the firecrackers
Would cease.
The only firecrackers they
Can Hear
Are red.
Hitler's henchmen
Storming through halls
Opening fire on helpless
Victims with machine guns
No older than boys.
"Kill the Niggers!"
"Kill the Jocks!"
Teacher and students
Huddled together
In darkness, fear
And trembling
Firecrackers explode into
Blood-stained cries
For help
Mercy for some~
Death for fifteen.
In the closet
Dark and silent,
The henchmen miss
Their targets.
"Is it over yet?"
Teacher hears
His heart pounding
So loud

It'll wake up the dead.
Clutching his students
He knows they are scared,
He is too.
They never taught
Survival training in
Teacher's college
What to do?
Sweat it out?
Call for help?
If only those firecrackers
Would stop exploding
He'll never get them
Out of his ears ...
Silence.
A mournful, moaning silence
Deafened by the cries of the dead
And the blood of the righteous.
Explosion down the hall.
Not safe!
Keep tight inside the darkness
Where evil cannot see.
Teacher and students
Huddled together
In darkness, fear
And trembling.
How long will it be
Before we can see
And live to tell about it?
Student whimpers,
Student cries,
Teacher fights back
A tear.

.

I ~

They hear a knock
On the closet door.
Is the end so near?
Help comes.
A S.W.A.T. policeman
Get the kids first!
Out into the open,
Out into the life
Students and teachers
Faint with joy
But are internally wounded
Forevermore.
Are we good? Are we evil?
Time alone will tell.
Those who really know heaven
Have come straight up from hell.
Oh God! They wear
The blood of the martyrs
In the screaming, praying and dying,
Thirteen blood-well strong
The other two
Went down to Adolf,
Roasting in his
Bloody gore.
Will someone remember the children?
To whom does le.arning belong?
Students, teachers, all mankind
Sing a learning song?
Maybe some day we'll
Have the answer
And peace will come again.
When we learn not to taunt
So our soul can't turn beet-red.
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KAREEANDKABORDON
Chapter One:
Tile Reason Wily
by Bruce Hodina

~liis story tfiat slia[( 6e

written
Was of a tfay tliat I 6e sitting
!Ana of a f}(niglit ju[{ of fove so smitten

9Ee rUfes 6y ftis self this I Sliaw true to me
9Ee Cost tlie fatly tlie Queen of f}(aree
In 6attfe far away over tlie green sea
tWas wufu tli£ sfuufe of tlie tree away from tlie crowa
'Wiien tlie pebpfe of town 6egin to 6ow
trfte 'l(niglit on liis stedcauseff tft£ peopfe to 6eaJme afoua
rrfte sowuldUfso fift my fwuf
1Jown tfie roaa tlie man tread
#is outer gar6 was of 6{~ tlie inner of retf
rrfte weapon lie fteU{ was not dean nor witli sliine
tFor tlie 'War is fouglit oy one fJ3attfe at a time
fJ1i£ 6oai£s on tfte fielc£ ait£so entwine

I was to question tliis man on rrwunt
tJJU{lie figlit tlie War or tJJatt{e to wliat account
trft.at's wlien tlie pebpfe rose a sfwut
rep{y, gave lie, was p{ain to see
tWas for a {atfy, one from t](aree
f},{y Queen my wife my true {atfy

f}{is

tlie fatly was tlie Queen
YW[ tlie reaof tlie gar6 was tliat 6{ooa tliat was seen
Seen is true tliat 6{ootf aufg{ean, tlie 6{ooc£ of tlie Quu.n
tJ3efw{tf arul6ow dOwn

Cry lie, "Siie sleeps in ever
rro w~ not forever
tJvly sweet Queen

Wever to 6e seen"
'For a[{ tliat is {eft af[ tfiat you toucli
Is tfu! 6woa untfer grafJ tliis not mucft.
trfte 6{ooa arouna tft.e swara do in

twine
'My Queen I join you tfiis 6{ooa6e mine
%is tfay Love joins witft. tft.e X.niglit
tEar tk Quun tfwt was Cost was tft.e 1(rtiglits fast site

7

Innovator

8
The Shroud Of The Mind
To cast the shroud of death
Upon the living is a sign,
Go forth and show they hand
Not the mind.
For the mind is not big enough
To shroud the hand,
But the hand can hold a piece of the land.
The earth is big,
The land well be great,
But the waters that cover it
Will not abate.
For they flow like a thought in a mind,
I too well have all,
All that is mine.
-B. Hodina

WIND COLOR
Breeze blowing
Sunshine
Eyes closed
Free mind
Painted picture
Thy thought
Another day
I bought
-B. Hodina
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THE SHELTER
by
Elena Driscoll

Home where unknown faces find some
Random comfort under bed sheets
And steel eyes defeat leaks smiles with
Pride wrung askew, while cold mouths replete
With whiskey and beer reek forcibly
To snathch supper quickly tonight. .
Home where cream paint polish washes
Brick walls hosting a clock's incessant trick
Of deciding patterns, strategies
To eat, to sleep, to disappear
The gears of malice turn the hands
Breaking a recess of reprieve
Before a chorus of warn feet
Laughter and hot chocolate kisses
Run from a bedroom down the block
Where mom gives best wishes
Who come to play ball games
Who queue to skip rope
Who rise to learn numbers
Who've no need to cope.
Homw were belonging stirs up the unknown
Scattering the batteries of hope;
Home where belonging removed from the be
Mirrors places, faces, foreign to me.
These walls, halls, haphazard falls of fate
Are for some
Less home

ON THE PAD
by
Elena Driscoll
He oculd be three, or he could be four.
He's closest to his mother
By the door
Who's in a far room with his young sister
Bribing her to bedtime sleep
With dinner
He's waiting for skilled woe for his dad
(Who left for just a minute)
On his pad
Stripped bare for the second time tonight
He discovers a rehearsed routine
He commands a shattered structure
He touches a tender touchstone
Placing the plastic coverle~
A fresh washed sheet on second
Then blanket
Smearing away life's cruel creases
Smoothing out the weathered wrinkles
He still sees

Mr. Harper has written for the Innovator on several occassions
which we appreciate. He had written the above poem for Mothers
Day 1998 and it is reprinted for our readers in honor of May 9th.

There before him, always against him
He strips them off one more time;
Life by whim.
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Thanks For The Memories
Thank you to the students and staff, who have supported me as senior
editor of arts & entertainment, a position, which I've held since January 1996 as
an undergraduate. Although I've since graduated, with my B.A. in December
1996 and my M.A. in April1998, I have continued volunteering my services to
"The Innovator," under the stipulation that I would step down when the newspaper was adequately staffed.
Over the past year, "The Innovator" has undergone tremendous change,
growth and development, all because of you, the students and staff of Governors
State University. As an alumnus, it is genuinely refreshing to see more of you
taking a greater interest in your newspaper, because it truly is your newspaper. I
encourage you to keep up the high level of enthusiasm and invite you to become
personally involved with 'The Innovator." There is a common misconception
that one must be a journalism or English major to write for "The Innovator."
This couldn't be further from the truth. All you need is a few good ideas, a desire
to write, edit, answer phones or sell ads and, most importantly, the willingness
to meet new people and support the Governors State University community
through your efforts! I would like to thank all of you who have written, called
and stopped me in the halls to offer your encouragement, suggestions and feedback regarding my articles. It has been a genuine pleasure to serve "The Innovator," in many capacities which included copy editor, senior news writer, feature
writer, Australia correspondent. senior news editor, chief entertainment critic
and senior editor of arts & entertainment.
I wish to extend special thanks to Mr. Scan Carr, who graciously welcomed me to the staff as a new student in September 1995. I would also like to
thank Ms. Denise Graham Zahn and Ms. Cindy Kansocr-Schneider who made
"The Innovator" a nice place to work. It has been an honor and privilege to work
with Dr. Walter M. Perkins, who has consistently demonstrated the highest level
of competence and professionalism, as the faculty advisor for "The Innovator."
Thanks for the memories.

Karen Piejko
Senior Editor Emeritus
"The Innovator"

We Wish You Well
Karen Piejko has been an integral part of this newspaper for nearly
four years and in that time, she has demonstrated her expertise in more areas
than there is space to list them. Her energy and dnve has been an inspiration to
all that have worked with her.
In addition to receiving a bachelor's degree and a masters degree from
Governors State University, Piejko 's accomplishments include being named to
the National Dean's List, a member of the Delta Psi Omega National Honors
Society, holds the Kevin Pressley Award for Excellence in the Performing Arts,
she has written a book manuscript, and served as floor director, semor writer,
set decorator, press writer and web page author for 'Food For Thought. Hosting
The Diversity Dinner,' a television program/video conference dealing with racism.
Her sense of humor is well known as well as her spontaneity as one of
her professors had stated: "The moment she got on top of my desk and recited
the course content through song and dance, I knew that Governors State (University) had a special student." Piejko was more than a special student; she has
been an active community leader, a prolific writer and advocate for education
for everyone, especially children, a leader in t11e Arts and Entertainment industry, and, most importantly, a special and true friend to many people.
I know that I speak for the entire staff when I say that we will miss you
Karen. It is sad that this is the final time tltat we list your name on the header,
but your many endeavours have limited your time. I suspect that soon your
name will again appear on these pages, however, not as a reporter, but as a
news-making artist.
We wish you well in all you do; just don't forget us when you're rich
and famous.

Your family at the Innovator

Cernan Earth and Space Center
Celebrates 25 year of enlightening entertainment
by Karen Piejko, Arts & Entertainment editor
Invigorating popular music, computer generated laser art, amazing scientific discoveries, celebrity appearances, intriguing perfonnances, illustrious
displays, and out of this world, Cinema 360 wrap around films represent only a
small sampling of the mesmerizing family oriented entertainment offered throughout the past 25 years at the Ceman Earth and Space Center located at 2000 Fifth
Avenue in River Grove, Illinois.
Originally created as an alternative to the highly congested attractions
of downtown Chicago, the Ceman Earth and Space Center, nestled upon tile
quaint suburban campus of Triton College, has made a flashy name for itself as
a full fledged entertainment complex, drawing visitors from downtown Chicago
and all over the world. While many venues claim to be entertaining and educational, the Ccman Earth and Space Center is one of the few places that can
honestly boast such a claim. There truly is something for everyone!
The most popular programs offered are the now infamous music laser
light shows. Dubbed by the media as an "exciting sight and sound extravaganza,"
these shows provide top notch music, and clectri1)'ing, modem art inspired, high
tech laser light shows, unsurpassed by any oilier. What makes tllese shows so
great is that they are set to a diverse array of music, perfonned by the original
artists! You '11 experience different genres of music and modem computer generated art at its finest!
Current offerings include "The Leisure Light Show," featuring the greatest Top 40 hits oftl1e 60s, 70s, 80s and 90s; "Zeppelin Unbound," which showcases tlle music of the legendary Led Zeppelin; "Country U.S.A." which highlights many of Country music's greatest performers, "Pink Floyd's 'The Wall,"'
which contains excerpts from the album of the same title; and last but certainly
not least, "Sergeant Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band," featuring the Beatles'
entire 1967 album set to stimulating, psychedelic images, need I say more? Tickets
are only $6 for adults and $3 for Children under 12 and Senior Citizens over 55.
Are you a fan of "The X Files?" If so, check out "The Xtra Terrestrial
Files," on Sundays at 3 p.m. now tllrough April25. Combining fictional characters with nonfiction material makes for an entertaining, yet educational, new
movie that takes you on an exciting JOurney into t11e bizarre world of UFO's.
While the movie provides factual information, it is wildly amusing witll it's off
the wall parody of the popular "X Files" television series. Most notable are the
characters of "Bolder" and "Gully!" You '11 laugh and learn at the same time!
Tickets arc $5 for adults and $2.50 for children under 12 and Senior Citizens
over age 55.
Do you dig science, but hate boring documentaries? Then check out the
Earth and Sky shows "Arctic Light" and "Venus & Mars!'' In perfect Cernan
Earth and Space Center tradition, complex scientific topics, once considered
bland, have been taken to new and unusual heights in these extraordinary, multimedia presentations!
For the kiddics, there's "Rusty Rocket's Last Blast," "Dinosaurs In
Space," and "Zip Zoom Whiz." witl1 lovable characters and lively dialogue to
keep the linle ones enlightened, educated and entertained! Admission to Earth
and Sky Shows and Children's Shows costs $5 for adults and $2.50 for children
under 12 and senior citizens over 55! You can save money on tickets by purchasing a "Friends of the Ceman Center" membership!
Infonnation on "Friends of tile Cernan Center" memberships, special
lectures, classes, group tours, school presentations, and special events are available at the Cernan Earth and Space Center in River Grove and on tlleir new web
site located at http://www.triton.cc.il.us/ceman/cernan home.html. For up to
the minute movie and laser show times and infonnation call (708) 583-3100. To
arrange a special showing for your class or group, or if you'd prefer to see a film
on a weekday rather than a weekend, call (708) 456-0300 ext. 3372.
Even if you aren't yet ready to delve into the films, why not pay a free
visit to tl1e Ceman Earth and Space Center. Admission to tlle museum is free,
and you 'II enjoy a variety of ever changing displays relating to intriguing topics
such as air travel, astronomy, meteorology, dinosaurs, UFO's, robots, fossils
and other exciting scientific phenomena. You 'II lose yourself in time and space,
experience magical music, come out highly educated and keep yearning to go
back for more! Who says learning can't be fun! The Cernan Earth and Space
Center is always a blast! Write, call or visit today!
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Sony Music Releases

Hot New Albums
Reviews by Karen Piejko,
Arts & Entertainment editor
Oprah Winfrey's Beloved
The Original Motion Picture
Soundtrack
Oprah Winfrey's emotionally stirring
motion picture "Beloved," has spawned
a glorious compilation album, overflowing with intoxicating, thought provoking music taken directly from the original score. "Beloved" provides a diverse

array of perfectly blended, enchanting,
inspirational music unsurpassed by any
other film in recent history. Close your
eyes and feel the mystical, metaphysical powers of "Beloved" in your heart
and so•1l. Once the magic of the music
is locked inside of you, it can never leave
your soul again . "Beloved" is a rare,
precious, musical gem!

Innovator
Featuring Alanis Morissette & Oth-

ers
For an extraordinarily uplifting, spiritual listening experience give a listen
to "The Prayer Cycle," a dynamic scintillating, collection of eclectic, inspiring, otherworldly music, performed by
many oftoday's hottest recording artists. This fascinating musical endeavor
features a choral symphony in nine
movements, ·written by Jonathon Elias.
Lending their talents to this masterpiece are Alanis Morissette. Linda
Ronstadt, James Taylor, Salif Keita,
Richard Bona, Yungchcn Lhamo. Perry
Farrell, The American Boychoir, Musrat
Fatch Ali Khan. Mah Damba. John
Williams. Ofra Haza. Liz Constantine
& The English Chamber Orchestra &

Chorus.
Shawn Mullins Makes Soulful Splash!

Pearl Jam, Still Hot & Jammin'
"Pearl Jam." still reveling in the glory
of "Yield," their most recent previous
release in a string of hit albums, has just
come out with "Pearl Jam Live On Two
Legs," another sure fire hit. If you dig
Pearl Jam, you'll flip for this new live
album.
"Pearl Jam Live On Two Legs'' features Mike Me Cready on guitar left,
Matt Cameron on drums. Ed Vedder on
vocals and guitar, Stone Gossard, guitar right and Jeff Ament on bass. For all
those Pearl Jam fans out there. this album is guaranteed to please.

John Mellencamp, Continues To
Roar!
The legendary John Mellencamp,
minus the "Couger'' has proven that he
is still a wildcat in the recording studio.
This self titled album is bursting with
sensational new tunes. ''Fruit Trader,"
"Your Life Is Now," "Positively Crazy,"
"I'm Not Running Anymore," "Where
The World Began," and "Summer
Love," are only a few ofthe outrageous,
but finely crafted cuts on this album,
which was also produced by
Mellencamp! Get one today!
Ladies & Gentlemen: The Best of
George Michael
This sensual all inclusive George
Michael album features "Jesus To A
Child," "Father Figure," "Don't Let The
Sun Go Down On Me," with special
guest, Sir Elton John, "You Have Been
Loved,"Kissing AFool,""I Can'tMake
You Love Me," ''Heal The Pain," "A
Moment With You," "Cowboys & Angels," "Praying For Time," "One More
Try," "A Different Comer," "Outside,"
"'Fastlove," "Too Funky,'' plus more!
This greatest hits compilation is sure to
please any George Michael fan, who will
treasure this double CD set, complete
with two lyric booklets, chock-fuJI of
striking color and B&W portraits!
The Prayer Cycle
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ultimate party album featuring some
not so famous dance crazes that result
in hours of laughter and fun. According to Nick At Nite, from March 18,
1961 to November 24, 1966, a new
dance craze was invented every 1
hour and 46 minutes.
Rather than showcasing the typical
party songs such as "Lowe Louie." "11tc
Twist,"
"Y.M.C .A.,"
or "The
Macercna" this album delves into some
of the more ridiculous dances that
wcrcn 't always #I, but kept young
adults partying in basements and garages for hours at a time.
The best cuts from a musical stand
point arc "Pony Time" and "Limbo
Rock." by Chubby Checker; "Shotgun."
by Junior Walker and the AJI-Stars:
"Tighten Up," by Archie Bell & The
Drells and "The Stroll," \'t-hich was
actually an Amcncan Bandstand favorite.
Songs such as ''The Roach'' and
"Georgia Slop" arc so strange that they
take on a unique charm of their own
and arc sure to bring laughs and hours
of fun at any party. The liner notes
explain some of the dances. The
Funky Rock Cornish Game Hen is a
hysterical dance where your guests
cover themselves with spices. such as
paprika, and stomp around like chickens! What a party dance that would be!
It would have been nice to see
more dance songs such as "The Bristol
Stomp," "Cool Jerk," "South Street,"
"Don't Hang Up," "Mickey's Monkey"
or "The Peppermint Twist" featured, but
the idea was to feature obscure and
out of the ordinary music and that is
exactly what they did. This album is a
great crowd pleaser. and will be a \vild
and wacky addition to all our ummcr
time parties.

Mter The Party!!
Lounging At The Nick At Nite Club
Your graduation party is over! Trash
is scattered all over the floor! Food is
dripping down the walls. Piles of dishes
and trash lay everywhere, and now it's
up to you to get this cleaned up. Your
head is throbbing and you're in no
mood for more twisting and shouting or
chicken stomping! Now it's time to
rest your mind. rejuvenate yourself and
indulge in relaxing music as you begin
to clean up the mess.
This sophisticated and tantalizing
album features light easy listening
music. nothing dorky, just nice, soothing music. Veteran recording artist Tom
Jones belts out "I Who Have Nothing"
with style and chansma. Hadda
Brooks gives a splcndtd performance
on "All Night Long" The incredible
Robert Goulet sings "Call Me Irresponsible" and the enchanting Vic
Damone performs a beautiful version
of "Smoke Gets In Your Eyes."
The first ladies of music shmc
bright on this album with tltc delightful tune weaving of Billie Holliday, Ella
Fitzgerald and Pearl Bailey. Even the
legendary Henry Mancini is included
with his classic "Peter Gunn."
This is the album for unwinding
after the party. though
it can also serve as an excellent party
source for slow dancing.
It features a \\ide variety of easy listening artists and gives a taste of both
instrumental and vocal music, which
arc each beautiful in their own right.
This is an outstanding musical compilation. and features light classics at
their very best, by world renowned artists! So go ahead. indulge ·ourself. tum
it up all the way!

Shawn Mullins is makes waves with
his stirring new album entitled "Soul's
Core." Indulge yourself in this rousing
collection of eccentric tunes. includmg
"Anchored In You." "You Mean Everything To Me," "September In Seattle." and the wildly exceptional "Soul
Child." Shawn Mullins demonstrates a
cuttmg edge knack for stimulating mustc, soulful performances and outstanding technical skills as the producer! Why
not get to your "Soul's Core" \\ith this
engaging new album!

"Faroutofme" Prol-ides "Far Out" Local Music
Faroutofmc is a 100% homegrown
local band with a new wave sound. Their
recent release, a self titled, four song
extended album was recorded locaJly at
Soundhouse Studios & Startrax Recordings, Inc. of Chicago. This far out
hometown band features Murphy on
vocals, guitar, sax and percussion, Nate
Lerohi on Bass and Doneco Nudi on
drums. "Faroutofmc" features four original locally written songs.•
"Faroutofmc" definitely makes a local music statement with their imaginative and energetic songs: "Fly Paper,"
"Mr. Withers," "01' Sore Eyes" and
"Happy In The End." If you'd like to
find out if"Faroutofme" is your cup of
tea, check them out on the internet at
faroutofmc@aol.com!
Dancing At The Nick at Nitc Club
Perfect For Graduation Parties & Picnics!
The same people who brought you
Nick At Nite television present the

IN TWO SHORT YEARS WITH
· US, YOUR VALUE
WILL REALLY GROW.
A two-year hitch in the Army is all it takes to
become more valuable to employers.
Because the two years after training you spend
as a member of an Army team will give you discipline,
maturity and the ability to work with others-the
qualitieS that will help you build a good career in
a worthwhile job.
Fmd out how you can make this solid investment in
your future. Talk to your Army Recruiter today.

1-888-292-2769
ARMY. BE ALL YOU CAN BE:
~----------------------------------------~
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Crossword 101
By Gerry Frey

"Play Ball"

by Mark Parisi

r:ofU?J~1" "1~1 DINK-{ WAr!ROOH ...
~ ?l.AC( JIAS fbL\>, G!N£~5
~R1/o~ ... ANO RE:~LLS 0~ ~!

ACROSS
1 Yankees' Bambino

5 Baseball need
10 Secondhand
14 China-Russia bound- f=-+--+-ary river
15 Cubs to White Sox
16 Greek portico
17 Hall of Famer
19 Round of applause
20 Chess horseman, abr.
21 Aft
1:;-;--t--t---t-22 Up-tight
23 Most excellent
24 Desert
26 Strategy-29 About aviation

30 Baseball need
33 Embers
34 Tear
35 Ocean
36 Smallest of the litter
37Cap
38 Coniferous trees
39 Cartoonists' staple
40 1"he Magic Aute"
42 Distributed
43 School org.
44 Ditch
45 Rose festival site
46 Spirit In The Tempest
48 Aquatic bird
49 Round vlsortess cap
51 NatlonaJ capital
52 Health resort
55 Herb
56 Hall of Famer
59 Prohibitions
60 Narrow ridge
61 Size
62 Ms. Frank
63 Beloved Doctor
64 Brews

DOWN

1 Football player
2 Egyptian god of life

3 Baseball maneuver
4 Eagle

5 Broadway musical
6 Restriction
7 Elliptic
8 leave with pay:Abr.
9Wapitl
10 Yankee Stadium worker
11 Hall of Famer
12 Geological times
13 Miami's County
18 Detans
22 Bender
23 Cincture
24 Alabama clvU rights city
25 Denotes three
26 Temporary money
27 No. of balls & strikes
28 Hall of Famer
29 Away from one
another
31 Singer Haggard
32 Glue
34 Jackie Robinson's

forte
38 Deed

By GFR Associates E-Mail : EDC943l@aol.com
MaU: GFR, P.O. Box 461, Schenectady, NY ll301

40 Neglect
41 Raven author
42 TaJk In a monotone
45 British favorers
47 Hall of Famer Pee Wee
48 Ancient Europeans
49Rumcake
50 Ardor
51 Kind of cheese
52 Author Bellow
53 Ernie_, WW II journalist
54 Requests
56 No longer Is
57 Anger
58 Ucense for Wall St.

Ouotable Quote

" Opera in English Is,
In the main, just about as
sensible as baseball
In Italian. "
.. .H. L. Menchen

THE POLYGON PUZZLES Today's puzzles involve words, lines, and circles
by Dennis Lee Thorn
1. It is quite easy to get from CAT to BAD by changing one letter at a time with each
change producing a word. CAT-BAT-BAD. See ifyou can get from SlllP to DOCK
2. It is also easy to see that three lines will divide a plane into at the most seven parts.
How many parts can a plane be divided into by three circles? A:7 B: 8 C:9 D: Ill
1. SHIP-SLIP-DLAP-SOAP-SOAK-SOCKDOCK. This solution was given to me by
LaTonya Holmes, a friend and student at
GSU

2. B : 8

THIS YEAR A
LOT OF COLLEGE
SENIORS WILL
BE GRADUATING
INTO DEBT.
Under the Army's
Loan Repayment
program, you could get
out from under with a
three-year enlistment
Each year you serve
on active duty reduces
your indebtedness by
one-third or $1,500,
whichever amount is
greater, up to a $65,000
limit The offer applies
to Perkins Loans,
Stafford Loans, and certain other federally
insured loans, which are
not in default And debt
relief is just one of the
many benefits you11 earn
from the Army. Ask your
Army Recruiter.
1-888-292-2769

ARMY.
BE ALL YOU CAM 11:
www.goarmy.com
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WOULD
.S45L000+
HELP WITH
COLLEGE!

Innovator Staff
.. +

Editor-in-chief
Cindy Kansoer..Schneider

You c.:m earn more than
$18,1)(10 during a standard

Army Reserve t.•ntisnnent..
Ami over$7.000 if vou
qualify for the Montg<)mery
Gl Hill ...
Ptusifyou haveoroblain
:i qua!Hil•d student loan. you
could get hdp paying it off-

Managing editor
Bill Olson

up to $2t),OiXr-ifyou train in

c-ert.."lin spt~dait1t•s in n~rt:~in

Don'tforget the picnic!

units.
Attd that's for part-time
~er v1ee-u~uallv one week·
end a month plu~ two W(.'Cks'
Annual Training.

Saturday
May 22nd
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

'Iltink about it.
Tium think about us.
'lltcn calh

1-888-292-2769
IU.U. YOU c.A1f I~

for reservations call:

ARMY RESERVE

(708) 534-4550

W'A'W.!JOHrmy. C<l!l'l

Literary editor
Bruce Weaver

Arts & Entertainment editor
Karen Piejko

Copy editor
John BorSJ113"

Contributing writen
Geoff de Laforcade, cofunlnist
Bruce Hodina, iiteracy
Elena Driscoll~ literary
Wm. Harper I~ literary

Governors
State

Universi!Y
Polygon Puzzles
Dennis Lee !hom

Earn a Master's Degree in:
• Accounting
• Business Administration
• Management Information Systems
• Public Administration

College of Business and Public Administration
Governors State University
Visit us: CBPA Graduate Programs Open House
May 15, 1999
9 a.m. to noon
RSVP to CBPA 708.534.7051 (voice mail)
Or BPA-RSVP@gqvst.edu
M~d faculty, ~~gt~~ ptogtam coot~inatots, Cldvisots, cutt~nt stu~~nts,
Clnd alumni to explot~ th~ possibil!ti~s av.tilabl~ to you 10 out coll~g~.

e-mail to BPA-INFO@govst.edu
for a degree program brochure
Ev~nlng

ctncl

w~~k~n~ dctss~s

Call 708.534.4391 for an appointment
with an academic advisor

AppliQtions now b~ing ClCc~pt~cl fot F<1ll 1999
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